
GALICIA    

IS WAITING 

FOR YOU
Building Galiciaõs Future

Dossier for potential investors



Index of contents

01| Galicia is full of advantages

02| Competitiveness

03| Research and Innovation

04| Talent

05| Live in Galicia

06| Our offer of value



01
Galicia is full of 
advantages

Ribeira Sacra, Ourense



01 | Galicia is full of advantages

Galicia

Porto

Lisbon

Madrid

Bilbao

Barcelona

Paris

London
Brussels

500 km

1000 km

4

2nd

Highest region in 

life expectancy in 

the world

83.8
Years of life 

expectancy

2.7
Million people

29.574 
Km2 total land area

1.720
Kilometers of 

coastline

2nd

Spanish region 

with most 

economic 

reidential rental 

market

5  
International ports

3 
International 

airports

430
Km of high speed 

train

5.1
Million tourists 

visited Galicia in 

2019

7.76% 
GDP associated 

with foreign direct 

investment (FDI)

1st

and only Free Zone 

in the north east of 

the peninsula

82%
Employment rate 

for university 

graduates 

9
Technological and 

support centres for 

technological 

innovation

3
Public         

universities



02
Competitiveness

Canned food processing plant, A Coruña



02 | Competitiveness

Companies with headquarters in Galicia Internationally recognised Galician companies

6

Galicia is one of the European regions with best growth prospects. The measures 

implemented by the Xunta de Galicia promote business development and 

competitiveness . 

The deficit and debt levels in 
Galicia are below the average in 
Spanish regions thanks to the 
exhaustive control of its public 
accounts, which has allowed it to 
repeatedly comply with European 
Union budget stability 
commitments .

Competitive region with economic 

stability and exhaustive controls of 

public accounts.

Galicia has an active workforce of 
1,248,300 people, of which 60% 
have secondary and higher 
education qualifications.
As such it is considered as one of the 
Spanish regions with the highest 
level of academic qualifications 
and personal development .

Competitive region in terms 

of highly productive qualified 

personnel.

Galicia is the 5th highest 
Autonomous Community in 
terms of foreign investment. In 
fact, the direct foreign investment in 
Galicia is equivalent to 13% of GDP,
and more than 50,000 Jobs in 
Galicia are associated with foreign 
investment.

Competitive region with the 

potential to attract major foreign 

companies.

Competitive region to generate and attract outstanding companies.
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Automotive

S e c t o r

S e c t o r p r o f i l e

Spain is the 2nd biggest 

vehicle manufacturer in the 

European Union . 

The Galician automotive 

industry has a market share of 

15.27% and revolves around the 

Vigo Stellantis centre, in which 

14.1 million vehicles have 

been manufactured since its 

opening in 1958.

O u t s t a n d i n g  f u t u r e  i n i t i a t i v e

ɈGalicia will have a circuit to test 

electric cars, unique in all of Europeɉ

Stellantis is positioned to capture tests from 

motor leaders thanks to the project AUTOmated 

driving Progressed by Internet Of Things 

(AUTOPILOT) co-financed by the European 

Commission through H2020 for a total of ɚ26.6 

million.

K e y  p l a y e r s  i n  t h e  s e c t o r

Å Masters in automotive engineering

Å Masters in Mechatronic

The Automotive Technology Center has more than 

380 specialised resources, engineers and 

technical personnel in the development of 

multidisciplinary projects of an innovative nature, with 

anaccumulated investment of ɚ50 million. 

The cluster of Automotive Companies of Galicia 

represents 100% of the value chain and is the 1st 

automotive cluster in Europe that has the ɈGold 

Labelɉ accreditation of excellence

The Galician Association of Metal and Related 

Technologies is made up of 600 associated 

companies that represent 20% of  Galicia`s GDP. 

K e y  f i g u r e s



Agri-food

S e c t o r

K e y  f i g u r e s

16% 103.521 2.471 35 12,1%
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S e c t o r  p r o f i l e

Galicia is internationally 

recognised in the agri-food 

sector. 

It is recognised as No. 1 in the 

canned food industry in 

Europe and No. 1 in the 

Spanish dairy industry . 

O u t s t a n d i n g  f u t u r e  i n i t i a t i v e

ɈNew alliance between Nueva 
Pescanova and Microsoft to digitalise 

aquacultureɉ

In the Nueva Pescanova Biomarine R&D&IT 

center , which the company has located in O Grove, 

the application of Artificial Intelligence and Big 

Data techniques to control aquaculture

processes is foreseen .

The Agri -food Technology Center in Lugo has the 

objective to improve R&D in the sector. 

The Agri -food cluster of Galicia contributes to the 

strengthening , empowerment, sustainable growth, 

internationalisation and improvement of competitiveness

The Meat Technology Center boosts and 

improves the competitiveness of the sector in 

Galicia.

ANFACO-CECOPESCAis recognised in product 

development R&D&IT projects in the fishing and 

aquaculture sector . 

The Marine Technology Center works to support 

innovation and the environmental, social and 

economic sustainability of the marine environment.

K e y  p l a y e r s  i n  t h e  s e c t o r



Fashion Textile

S e c t o r

K e y  f i g u r e s

49% 12.000 1.253 1st 36%
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Sector turnover 
in Galicia

Total number of 
jobs

Number of 
companies

Global fashion 
distributor

Galician exports

Å Degree in Fashion 

Industry Management

S e c t o r  p r o f i l e

Within the value chain of the 

textile sector in Galicia there are 

auxiliary industries, retail, 

specialised services or 

knitwear . 

This industry generates ɚ14,884 

million annually in Galicia.

ɈOne of the strategic projects that 

Galicia will promote with European 

funds will be a cellulose -based textile 

fiber production plant.ɉ

The project will produce 250,000 tons of 

sustainable viscose per year and will consume 

1,5 million cubic meters of certified wood. The 

factory will involve aninvestment of  ɚ950 

million.

The Galician Fashion Textile sector is made up of more than 150 

associated companies, that represent  90% of the sector in 

terms of turnover and employment in Galicia. 

The multinational company Inditex supports Corporate Social 

Responsibility (CSR) with the Chair of Sustainability, in 

collaboration with the University of Coruña. 

K e y  p l a y e r s  i n  t h e  s e c t o r O u t s t a n d i n g  f u t u r e  i n i t i a t i v e



Aeronautical

S e c t o r

K e y  f i g u r e s
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Sector turnover 
in Galicia

Total number of 
jobs

Number of 
companies

Estimated total 
investment               
2021-2025

Turnover from 
exports

0,58% 500 70 ɚ540 M76%

S e c t o r  p r o f i l e

Spain has the 5th biggest 

aeronautical industry in 

Europe in terms of turnover 

and number of Jobs. 

Galicia is an internationally 

recognised region, with a 

pole for unmanned aircraft, 

the Civil UAVS Initiative , 

with a total investment of 

more than ɚ164 million

(2015-2020) and 59 R&D 

projects. . 

ɈThe Civil UAVs ϥnitiative is a  strategic 

initiative , and pioneering in Europeɉ

The Civil UAVs Initiative has boosted the creation of 

an innovation ecosystem that is able to generate 

new ideas and attract and retain highly qualified, 

specialised human capital in Galicia.

More than 50 agents are involved in the 

framework of this initiative with the participation of 

more than 400 highly qualified people .

K e y  p l a y e r s  i n  t h e  s e c t o r

The Galicia Institute of Technology is a center of  

reference in the development of differential 

technologies for the 4.0 industry, drones of the future, 

intelligent energy and sustainable cities.

The Aimen Center is recognised in for its R&D&IT 

activities and the delivery of technology services in the 

field of advanced technology manufacturing,

The Gradiant Center is specialised in knowledge 

generation and transfer in the area of ICT.

Å Degree in Aerospace Engineering

Å Degree in Commercial Aviation

Å Masters in Engineering of Aerospace 

Structures and Materials

The Galician Aeronautical Consortium is made up 

of 30 members, businesses, universities and 

technology centers of Galicia. 

O u t s t a n d i n g  f u t u r e  i n i t i a t i v e



Biotechnological

K e y  F i g u r e s

0,18% 2.078 235
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Sector turnover 
in Galicia

Total number of 
jobs

Number of 
companies 

% Jobs in R&D&IT
Spending on 

pharmaceuticals by 
Autonomous 

community in Spain

S e c t o r

S e c t o r  p r o f i l e

Galicia is one of the biotech 

poles with the greatest 

potential in Spain , both in the 

area of research and business 

opportunities.

In recent years, Galicia has risen 

in the ranking in creation of 

biotech companies out of all 

the Spanish regions , moving 

from 4th position in 2017 to 

2nd in 2019 .

ɈProject Mestrelab: software 

developed in Galicia that fights 

against COVID-19ɉ

Their solution helps to process and interpret the 

data that comes out of the different instruments 

and laboratory techniques. In addition to the giants 

in the pharmaceutical, chemical and biotechnology 

sectors, MestrelabɅs solution is used by Pfizer, 

BioNTech, AstraZeneca and Moderna 

Therapeutics , among others. 

K e y  p l a y e r s  i n  t h e  s e c t o r O u t s t a n d i n g  f u t u r e  i n i t i a t i v e

Biomedicine Medical 

Chemistry

Bioinformatics 

and ICT

Animal clinical 

research

Promoted by the University of 

Vigo : Biomedicine

Promoted by the University of  Santiago de 

Compostela , they have the following centers:

The Business Technology Cluster of Life Sciences  

works to improve the competitive position of the 

biotechnology sector in Galicia.

Health Research Institutes



Information and Communication Technology (ICT)

S e c t o r

K e y  F i g u r e s
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Sector turnover 
in Galicia

Total number of 
jobs

Number of 
companies 

Highest number of 
ICT companies in 

the Spanish regions

Companies that 
developed R&D&IT 

activities in the last 3 
years

3% 18.984 2.783 5th 33,2%

S e c t o r  p r o f i l e

The Galician ICT sector plays 

an important role as a 

driving force in the 

economy . The business 

opportunities are relevant as 

much in ICT applications in 

public services as in the 

generation of solutions for the  

rest of the productive 

sectors. 

ɈThe ϥCT ecosystem in Galicia will 

drive the City of ICT, a digital pole of 

national and international 

importanceɉ

A more competitive and connected business 

industry will be developed, ICT will drive forward 

the digitalisation of Galicia, a national and 

international center of reference in artificial 

intelligence will be created.

The Gradiant Center is specialised in the 

generation and transfer of ICT knowledge. 

The Institute of Applied Mathematics offers 
solutions to businesses, industry and administrations 
through Mathematical Technology.

The Galicia Supercomputing Center was founded in 
1991, and since then has carried out projects in 
collaboration with the production sector. 

Galicia has three unique ICT research centers , one for each of the 

universities, accredited and supported by Xunta de Galicia:  

The ICT Galicia Cluster joins the forces of business, 

business associations, professional bodies and other 

actors in the ICT hypersector.

K e y  p l a y e r s  i n  t h e  s e c t o r O u t s t a n d i n g  f u t u r e  i n i t i a t i v e

Universidade 
de Santiago de 

Compostela

Universidade
de Vigo
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Galicia is a region that is strongly committed to innovation.    

The Xunta de Galicia promotes the generation, and recognises the value 

of innovation in the region and makes different tools available to public 

and private entities to boost the competitiveness of companies.

The generation of knowledge 
comes mainly from the extensive 
research and training experience 
from the three public 
universities , whose scientific 
production leads various 
international rankings. In addition, 
the network of Singular Research 
Centers and the Strategic 
Partnerships establish a roadmap 
for R&D at university level. In this way, 
the ecosystem is complemented with 
other public entities like the CSIC 
and the Spanish Oceanographic 
Institute, and the network of 
institutes for health research , 
among others. 

An innovative region in 

knowledge generation

The transfer and application of 
knowledge to the productive 
sector comes mainly from the 
extensive network of 
technological centers located in 
Galicia. Additionally, the Xunta de 
Galicia has implemented different 
formulas like the Public 
Procurement of Innovative 
Solutions (PPI) to favour knowledge 
transfer to the market, and the
Future Industries 4.0 Programme. 

La Xunta de Galicia has made 
available an accelerator network 
under an open collaboration 
model to the productive sector.
In addition, the digital innovation 
hubs (DIH) allow SMEs, for the first 
time in Galicia, unique advantages 
to access cutting edge technology
and other tools that are  necessary 
for their digital transformation , a 
process that allows them to be more 
innovative and gain market share. 

An innovative region in the 

application of knowledge

An innovative region in the 

commercialisation of knowledge


